Again, in contrast to the experience of the present 'rich' world, the urbanization process in the poor world is only tenuously related to successful transition to industrial economy. As shown in Table 3 , which is based on United Nations (1969) data, there has been a spectacular increase in the number of major urban concentrations in the poor world during the middle decades of this century; yet many of these cities are little more than aggregations of the unwanted. As agriculture proves incapable of sustaining the growing peasant masses, they move to the town where they huddle in squalor, poverty and idleness. The shanty towns and the favellas are the symptoms of a quasi-urbanizing process which seems destined to produce social deprivation and political violence. fig. 3 shows, the size of the arcs which represent the environmental degradation will vary with greater efficiency in the use of resources, better re-cycling, and changes in per-capita exploitation. But whatever changes may take place in such respects, it is self-evident that population increase will over-ride all the likely economics and improvements in the decades ahead. Moreover, as the poor world strives to emulate the affluence of the present-day rich world, and as that rich world continues to increase its GNP, so the environment will be subject to much greater potential strains than those of today.
To tackle this planetary crisis will require a co-ordinated approach which recognizes, as Text- fig. 4 The diagram, despite its obvious simplification of a complex situation, points to the multi-dimensional character of the population/resources predicament which different societies apprehend in so many different ways. In some countries the major attack by conservationists and birth controllers may have to be directed initially at the unrestricted and mindless market pressures which produce conspicuous waste and extravagance. In all probability, however (and this is a plea for recognition of the inherent complexity of the crisis we face as a species), there will be need for concerted attack on a broad front, with recognition that the struggle will not be easy in any sector. 
